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As your pastor it’s my responsibility to speak with you about the corona virus and 
the decisions made by our Bishop Anthony Taylor.  As you know, there is a world-
wide situation, and the bishop, as shepherd of our diocese, has promulgated certain 
requirements for all Catholic parishes in Arkansas. 
 
The idea is that we act in a way that is pro-active and not reactive, because we 
want to “flatten the curve” in such a way that cases of COVID-19 not be too many 
or so rapid that medical personnel might be overwhelmed.  We have the obligation 
to care for the most vulnerable among us – the many youths, the aged and those 
with immune systems that cannot fight off infection. 
 
Therefore, as mandated by our bishop, we are going to try to minimize possible 
infection by canceling the meetings of large groups because they can be a factor in 
spreading sickness.  God forbid that priests, deacons and lay ministers transmit, 
without knowing it, the virus to others. 
 
The following are the points that Bishop Taylor has promulgated: 
 

1. All Masses are suspended beginning March 16, including Sunday Masses, 
until further notice from the bishop.  The doors of St. Vincent de Paul will 
remain open for private prayer and Eucharistic adoration, only in the church 
itself and not in the adoration chapel.  You will be able to see the Blessed 
Sacrament from the church pews during the hours of 6:00 am to 10:00 pm.  
Persons who wish to pray in the church will need to maintain adequate space 
between them so as not to transmit any contagion. 

 
2. All non-essential meetings are canceled or postponed for the rest of March 

and April, until further notice.  This includes religion classes and other 
gatherings of adults and youth.  Religious instruction should take place in 
the home.  The directors of religious education will assist families with 
materials. 
 

3. The reconciliation service scheduled for March 26 has been canceled, but we 
will continue to have individual confessions at our regular hours on 
Thursday and Saturday with the condition that persons will confess through 
a screen and not face to face. 
 



4. For the time being holy water will not be available in the baptismal font or 
near the doors of the chapels. 
 

5. On Palm Sunday parishioners will be able to take blessed palms that will be 
available outside the church. 
 

6. Only those who are part of the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
will be able to be present for the Triduum.  All others may participate in 
Holy Week Services on TV or other electronic means. 
 

7. At the end of April Bishop Taylor will decide whether or not it is necessary 
to extend these points into the month of May. 
 

Today we have heard about the Samaritan woman who came to the well to get 
water.  There she met Jesus, the one who gives the water of eternal life. The corona 
virus is for us, and the rest of the world population, like a desert in which we have 
a great thirst which is really a great concern for our health.  Let’s remember that 
the Lord Jesus is our health and that he offers us a saving relationship with himself 
that is stronger and greater than any sickness. 
 
This health crisis is an opportunity to believe in God and to help one another and 
our neighbors with our prayers and our love.  We have no reason for desperation.  
Yes, for a while we will not be able to physically receive the Body and Blood of 
Christ, so use this time of hunger for the Eucharist as an opportunity to appreciate 
what we often take for granted.  So let’s offer the prayer for a spiritual communion 
when we visit the Lord in adoration.  We will have hunger and thirst like the 
Samaritan woman for the food and the water of life, but Jesus will enter our hearts 
and will remain with us, especially during this trying time, according to his 
promise, “I am with you always, until the end of the world”. 
 
Thank you, Lord Jesus. 


